What will the new genetic information do for us?
The usefulness of new genetic information is frequently assumed, but depends crucially on asking the right research questions. Successful applications of the new knowledge will require effective integration with the ideas, concerns and expectations not only of patients and their families, but also health professionals in primary care. The answers to some of the most exciting questions, concerning new taxonomies of health and disease, are to be found not in teaching hospitals or academic centres, but in the population at large. New types of partnership are required between colleagues in biomedicine, epidemiology, social science and primary care. The greatest challenge, however, is to our social imagination. Can we develop the sustained relationships with families and communities, based on goodwill, mutuality and trust, on which the whole enterprise depends?